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Letter from the Chair

Humble beginnings. A meeting in 1996, called with one idea in mind: channeling the 
generosity of Muslims and other people of goodwill in North America to nurture hope 

for individuals and communities in West Africa. This was the beginning of Ihsan Founda-
tion.

More than 20 years later, Ihsan continues to work tirelessly. We are excited to share the dif-
ference our work continues to make in the lives of those touched by our projects. The gen-
erosity of our donors and partners has enabled us to create community-based institutions 
and programs in the areas of education, health care, orphan support, and relief throughout 
the West African Region, and beyond. What began in Sierra Leone has now expanded to 
Cameroon, Guinea, Ghana, Liberia, Niger, Nigeria, Somalia, and most recently, to Central 
African Republic. 

We, your partners at Ihsan, thank you for our generosity over the years and count on our 
continued support as we embrace new opportunities to expand the horizons of hope for 
individuals and communities in West Africa.  To our new partners and supporters, we are  
happy to introduce to you the work of Ihsan Foundation, and appreciate your interest in 
making a difference in the lives of those who are supported by our work. 

Jazakumullahu Khairan!

Ahmed Bangura, PhD
Founder and Chair

About Ihsan Foundation - Ihsan at 20 Years 
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ABOUT IHSAN  
Ihsan Foundation is a USA based charity with an objective to make a difference in the 
lives of the people in the West African region through educational, humanitarian, and 
healthcare projects. 

• SIERRA LEONE 
• GUINEA
• CAMEROON
• NIGER
• GHANA
• LIBERIA
• NIGERIA
• SENEGAL 
• MALI
• SOMALIA
• CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

To improve the social and
 economic lives of the 
people of West Africa.

We believe in the essential dignity of 
all human beings,regardless of 

national origin,ethnicity,
 gender or religion.

We hope that our work contributes 
to creating educated, healthy, 

sustainable, and peaceful societies 
in West Africa. 

  WHERE WE WORK 
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WHY WEST AFRICA?
West Africa continues to experience consid-

erable economic growth. However, develop-
ment indicators such as education, health care and 
access to potable water still fall far behind the rest 
of the world. Inequalities between people of differ-
ent ethnic and religious groups, rural and urban 
communities, and genders threaten social cohe-
sion in several nations. 

More than 14 million children remain out of pri-
mary school across 11 West African countries - 
more than half of them are girls. More than 40% 
of West Africans are illiterate, the majority being 
women. No West African government is spending 
even 7% of their GDP on education. This main-
tains their poverty and marginalization. To close 
this gap, investment must be made in teacher 
training with a focus on literacy. This number dra-
matically increases for the number of children out 
of high school. No West African nation is on target 
to meet its  MDG targets for sanitation. 

Five West African nations will not reach their 
drinking water target in 2015. Populations in Niger 
Republic and Nigeria face gross inequality in water 
coverage. Conflicts over water are expected to rise 
in the years ahead.

West African maternal mortality rates are among 
the highest in the world. Over 70% of these deaths 
are avoidable. Greater investment must be made in 
emergency health care provision. 

West Africa was the worst hit by the Ebola virus 
in 2014. Combined with other major diseases like 
typhoid and malaria, the health care capacities of 
each nation have been severely challenged. 

Islam is the predominant religion of the West Afri-
can interior and the far west coast of the continent 
(70% of West Africans). Traditional Muslim areas 
include Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Mauritania, Guin-
ea, Niger; the upper coast and inland two-thirds 
of Sierra Leone and inland Liberia; the western, 
northern and far-eastern regions of Burkina Faso; 
and the northern halves of the coastal nations of 
Nigeria, Benin, Togo, Ghana and Ivory Coast. 
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ORPHAN SUPPORT PROGRAM 
Orphanages and Orphan Sponsorship

Ihsan’s orphans project is dedicated to creating institutions and programs to look after 
orphans, and give them hope for the future. 

In recent years, a number of West African na-
tions have been severely afflicted with wars 

and natural disasters. Liberia, Niger, and the 
Ivory Coast are struggling to build functioning 
democracies after years of civil war and politi-
cal impasse. Mali is struggling to contain a reb-
el war that seeks to divide the country between 
North and South. Niger continues to face annu-
al droughts resulting in starvation, disease and 
death. Sierra Leone is also just emerging from a 
devastating 10-year rebel war, which resulted in 
the displacement of over half of the population; 
over 100,000 civilians were killed. Entire villages 
and towns were razed to the ground. Places of 
worship and traditional schools were destroyed. 

The worst victims in all these disasters are or-
phans, who have to deal at an early age with the 
trauma of losing a parent or two, while facing a 

bleak future with no one left to care for and ed-
ucate them. For some, just finding food to eat is 
a major life challenge. Young girls are especially 
vulnerable. 
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ORPHAN PROJECTS

Ihsan launched the orphanage program in 2002 
with the building of the Bilal Ibn Rabah Or-

phanage in Freetown, Sierra Leone. Ihsan plans to 
set up orphan homes throughout the West African 
sub-region. In recent expansions, Ihsan now sup-
port cares for orphans in Cameroon,  Nigeria and 
Guinea.

Ihsan’s partnership with the Development Initia-
tive for West Africa (DIWA) in Nigeria, continues 
to deliver much needed assistance to orphans and 
their surviving families. The Minna Government 
Orphanage in Nigeria houses surviving orphans 
below adulthood. Children sent to the Orphanage 
were either abandoned at birth or infancy, and have 
no other family members who can support them. 
Prior to Ihsan’s intervention in 2009, children in 
the Orphanage received little medical attention 
until seriously ill. Several infants died each year as 
a result of misdiagnosis or delayed treatment. Ih-
san’s Orphan Sponsorship has reversed this trend. 

As a record achievement, all infants in Minna Or-
phanage survived throughout the entire year, and 
all orphans are currently fit and well. 

Orphan Sponsorship covers education fees, 
nutritious meals, housing, medical care, and 
special Eid celebrations.

- Sierra Leone -

Bilal Ibn Rabah Orphanage 
(Calabatown, Western Sierra Leone)

 
Bilal Ibn Rabah Orphanage 

(Bo Town, South Sierra Leone) 

Sankore Orphanage  
(Port Northern Sierra Leone) 

Sankore Orphanage  
(Port Northern Sierra Leone)

Sankore Orphanage  
(Port Northern Sierra Leone)

- Nigeria - 

Minna Orphanage
 (Minna, Nigeria)

- Cameroon -

BISTA Orphans 
(Yaounde, Cameroon) 

ORPHANAGE LIST
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HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS  

Ihsan is committed to building wells to provide water for West African com-
munities. 

PROVIDING WATER & BUILDING WELLS 
Water access is a great determinant of economic stability, 
the health of people and animals, and directly related to a 
community’s ability to feed and sustain itself. Populations 
across West Africa continue to face gross inequality in wa-
ter coverage. Conflicts over water are expected to rise in 
the years ahead. Greater investments in these areas are es-
sential to prevent further conflicts. 

10 | IHSAN FOUNDATION BOOKLET



PROVIDING WATER
The availability of clean drinking water and wa-
ter for agricultural purposes can make the dif-
ference between life and death in many West 
African communities. Many children die every 
year from diseases that come from drinking 
contaminated water, and occasionally, thou-
sands die during the drought season, leading to 
failed crops and death of livestock occurs. 

WELL BUILDING 
Ihsan is committed to building wells that 
provide safe drinking areas, and, within the 
extent of its means, extends help to victims 
of natural disasters, as well as those caused 
by war and strife. 

Ihsan has built water wells in Sierra Leone, 
Cameroon, Senegal, Niger, Mali and Guinea. 
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HEALTH PROGRAMS   

Ihsan is committed to making health care accessible to a greater number of 
people by establishing clinics, health centers and institutes for the training of 
health workers in West Africa.

According to a report from the World Health 
Organization, Sierra Leone has one of the 

highest infant mortality rates (144.33), and one of 
the lowest life expectancies (34 years) in the world. 
The 10 year rebel war destroyed over 70% of all 
health facilities, including medical equipment. 
This fact, coupled with the high level of poverty, 
has worsened the public health problems. 

Sierra Leone shares with many other African na-
tions: high infant and maternal mortality, infec-
tious diseases like malaria and dysentery, contam-
inated water supplies, nutritional deficiency, and 
more recently, AIDS. 

Wealthy Sierra Leoneans can seek treatment either 
in more advanced African countries or overseas. 
But those who seek dialysis services abroad, for 
example, become perpetual medical refugees. The 
poor simply die, often after long periods of pain 
and suffering. 

Ihsan is committed to making health care accessi-
ble to a greater number of people by establishing 
clinics, health centers as well as institutes for the 
training of health workers in West Africa. Ihsan’s 
health initiative was crucial to maintaining the 
2014 Ebola Disease outbreak that stressed the al-
ready weak healthcare systems of Sierra Leone and 
Liberia.
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Providing Health and Dental Care  

Nurses in Training Health Services 
According to a report from the World Health 
Organization:

• In Sierra Leone Life expectancy is 34 years 

• 70% of the population lives in poverty 

• There are 2 doctors for every 1,000 people

•  Highest infant mortality rate with 270 deaths 
per 1,000 live births

•  4% of children younger than five years die as a 
result of malaria

• 29% of deaths among children younger than five 
are affected by diarrhea due to unclean water and 
food supplies 

• Around 5,400 women, and 70,000 children un-
der the age of five, die every year

The Nurse Training program gives an opportunity 
for youth to learn basic nursing skills and life-sav-
ing measures. Students are trained in the Ihsan 
clinic and play a vital role in providing care where 
there are acute healthcare shortages.

Ihsan Health Center 
The building of the first unit/phase of the Ihsan 
Health Center (the outpatient unit) was complet-
ed five years ago. The Center was then effected by 
the Ebola outbreak and temporarily closed. It has 
reopened, but faces challenges with funding. Ihsan 
wants to increase the healthcare services Ihsan is 
giving to the needy, especially in remote villages 
through the mobile clinic. 

Miswak Partnership 
In 2013, Ihsan Foundation partnered with Miswak 
Foundation, the dental arm of organization United 
Muslim Relief, to provide free dental care to the 
people of Sierra Leone. Over 500 people were giv-
en care and free gifts of dental care were provided. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS  
Since 1996, Ihsan has been establishing and supporting academies, institutes 
and schools. Ihsan has supported the education of tens of thousands through 
construction of learning centers that are open and available to all. 

Sierra Leone

Bilal Ibn Rabah Colleges 

Bilal Ibn Rabah college of Bo, in Southern Sierra 
Leone (BIR), grants college degrees in addition 
to its certificates in professional studies. With the 
Bilal Ibn Rabah Colleges, Ihsan intends to trans-
form a challenge into an opportunity by preparing 
West Africa’s urban youth for a life of faith, learn-
ing and service. 

Sankore Institutes

A Bilingual Secondary School 
Offers an Arabic track following the Azhar curric-
ulum and the English track following the national 
curriculum, with a strong Arabic language pro-
gram. 

A Teachers Training Institute 
Offers training of school teachers and imams es-
pecially for remote rural areas. 

A College Preparatory 
This is to prepare students for the competitive 
university entrance exam, while deepening their 
understanding of Islam. 

Tahfiz Schools  
Reviving a Tradition of Education

Quranic schools in West Africa were not only the 
places where people learned the Quran, they were 
also the institutions that account for the great 
spread of literacy, not only in Arabic, but also in 
the local languages based on the Arabic script. 
The Tahfiz schools are at the center of the pro-
grams at the Sankore institutes. 
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The Quran-based schools could once be found in 
all villages of Muslim West Africa. Some of these 
schools not only gave a basic spiritual and moral 
education, but also assured that many villages had 
a very high rate of functional literacy. Local lan-
guages became written languages of business and 
correspondence. Some schools developed into 
major centers of scholarship. The vast number 
of West African book manuscripts that charities 
such as the Timbuktu Foundation are attempting 
to collect and preserve, are a testimony to this 
imperiled legacy of West African scholarship and 
literacy. The Sankore University masjid of medi-
eval Timbuktu was one of the major centers of 
scholarship in the medieval Muslim world. 

West Africa’s tradition of scholarship has declined 
for a variety of reasons. For one, it does not pro-
vide prospects of social mobility and advance-
ment in the modern world. Unfortunately, mod-
ern schools are slow in coming to fill the vacuum. 
They are also much more expensive to establish 
and maintain. 

Many communities in rural West Africa, there-
fore, have no access to formal education. 
Ihsan is seeking to preserve and in most cases 
revive West Africa’s Islamic educational tradition, 
by establishing rural institutions where future 
teachers are trained, while children are again 
given a chance to become future stakeholders in 
the renaissance of that tradition within a mod-
ern context. The institutes combine the strengths 
of two educational systems: the traditional West 
African and the modern. 

Ihsan Community Schools (Primary 
Schools)
Many children in rural West African villages have 
no access to school. By establishing small com-
munity- run schools, Ihsan seeks to combat the 
high rates of illiteracy. The distinct character of 
these schools include the fact that they are most-
ly low-cost projects, driven by local community 
initiatives, and essentially rely on fees and local 
support for their needs. 

Ihsan Academies (Secondary Schools)
The Ihsan Academies projects are secondary 
schools that are mostly located in urban centers. 
Ihsan is dedicated to creating a network of Ihsan 
academies throughout the West African 
subregion. 
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Cameroon

Biangoro Institute of Science Technology 
and Arts (BISTA)

Biangoro Institute of Science, Technology, and 
Arts (BISTA) was created in 1995 to try to revive 
hope among the poor and encourage low-income 
families following a collapse in the public school 
system. BISTA provides young boys and girls 
from poor neighborhoods with an integrated 
environment for acquiring scientific and techno-
logical knowledge. BISTA is open to students of 
all faiths willing to acquire knowledge in a disci-
plined and self-respected environment. BISTA is 
licensed by the Cameroon Ministry of Education 
to provide education from kindergarten to college 
and university. 

BISTA has been very successful in providing edu-
cation to a growing number of students from poor 
neighborhoods of Yaounde. BISTA has more than 
doubled enrollment from less than 250 students 
to over 500 students with 50 teachers. BISTA was 
an award winner in 2005 as the best bilingual 
school (French and English) in the entire South-
ern region. 

Ihsan’s priorities for BISTA 
Ihsan recently completed the new facilities for a 
secondary school facility. With this new facili-
ty, enrollment continues to increase and course 
offerings will expand as the campus is now able to 
offer more subjects. Ihsan’s future vision for the 
BISTA project is to work on delivering University/
College level classes. Our ultimate goal is to have 
an integrated educational environment from Kin-
dergarten to University. 

Guinea

In Guinea, Ihsan continues to support education 
initiatives through scholarship grants to need stu-
dents, a tutoring program for national exams and 
through tahfiz schools.

The Tahfiz school at Ditinn Masjid and its sis-
ter-site Dar Fatima continue to grow the local 
communities and serve as special places of schol-
arship. Dar Fatima is an education center for 
women that arose out of an acute need for women 
to have access to sacred knowledge. It continues 
to be well-attended with hundreds of students 
attending on a regular basis. 

Central African Republic

In October of 2017 Ihsan was able to help reopen 
a school or 400 students that has been closed 
for years due to ethnic and religious tensions in 
Central Africa. Students are now attending school 
full-time to receive instruction in English and 
Arabic. For this community the reopening of the 
school has brought hope and opportunity to a 
group that was on the brink of despair due to the 
lack of a functioning school. 
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SEASONAL PROJECTS  Zakat/ Iftar/Udhiya 
Ihsan assists the needy with financial aid through its zakat program and pro-
vides food for Iftar during the month of Ramadan and meat during Eid al 
Adha 

Ihsan has provided opportunities to Muslims 
who desire to fulfill certain religious obligations 

by sending help to West Africa. These obligations 
include: Zakat (mandatory charity); Sadaqa (unre-
stricted charity); Udhiya (sacrifice of a sheep, goat, 
or cow, with the intent of distributing the meat 
among the poor). 

ZAKAT (FINANCIAL CHARITY) 

Each Ramadan, more than 500 needy people re-
ceive Zakat donations. The zakat package is gener-
ally a 25kg bag of rice to each beneficiary. This is 
highly appreciated by the beneficiaries, especially 
that they received the package during the blessed 
month of Ramadan. 

Zakat and Sadaqa of this nature has a great im-
pact on the lives of beneficiaries as it is it difficult, 
if not impossible, to have a 25kg bag of rice. It is 
a very big surprise to the beneficiaries and a way 
of restoring hope to the hopeless. The beneficiaries 
offered prayers for the donors. 

UDHIYA (MEAT DISTRIBUTION) 
To commemorate Prophet Abraham’s sacrifice of 
an animal in submission to Allah (God), able Mus-
lims sacrifice an animal at the end of the Pilgrimage 
season. The poor, who sometimes cannot afford to 
eat meat, get to enjoy the festive day of Eid ul-ad-
ha by receiving gifts of meat from their neighbors, 
who keep a portion of the meat for their families 
and distribute some among friends and relatives.

 Muslims living in affluent societies, such as those 
in the North America, often elect to have their 

Udhiya done on their behalf in needy areas of the 
world. 

Ihsan Foundation has been sponsoring Udhiya on 
behalf of North American Muslims in West Afri-
ca, notably in Sierra Leone and Guinea. This proj-
ect has expanded to Niger, Cameroon and Ghana. 
Some Muslims send money for food (Iftar) to facil-
itate the observance of Ramadan by the poor. The 
West African countries of Niger, Guinea, Camer-
oon, Ghana and Sierra Leone are currently bene-
fiting from this program. 
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ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT PROJECTS

Ihsan believes in empowering and sustaining livelihood for the disabled and 
the needy and provides training and apprenticeship in various professions. 

Training and apprenticeship is offered in the 
fields of:

• Tailoring & Sewing
• Carpet Weaving
• Furniture Carpentry

 Ihsan is now working to establish a 
microcredit program to assist in creating 
small businesses.
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SPECIAL PROJECTS & PROGRAMS  

EBOLA CAMPAIGNS  
The deadliest outbreak of Ebola hit West Africa in 2014. Ihsan rapidly responded to 
this emergency in three countries: Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea. 

According to the World Health Organization, the Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) took the lives of  more 
than 7,900 people and infected more than 20,300 people in West African countries since December 
31, 2014. Ebola wiped out entire families and villages. Ihsan’s extensive relationship for nearly 20 years 
with communities in all regions of Sierra Leone put it in a position of trust. With that trust, Ihsan 
initiated an Anti-Ebola Education Campaign that reached out to communities and provided life-sav-
ing education about Ebola. Ihsan’s response in Liberia and Sierra Leone involved training imams on 
Ebola prevention and education as a main part of their khutbas. Development Initiative of West Africa 
(DIWA) in Nigeria, partnered with Ihsan Foundation to run campaigns in Liberia. 

The Lasting Effects of Ebola

Ihsan Foundation acutely felt the effects of Ebola. The areas hardest hit by the outbreak are the key 
areas where Ihsan began and focuses much of its work. Ihsan experienced the loss of staff in Sierra 
Leone and mourned with those who survived. The Ihsan Health Center was one of the small clinics 
that the government of Sierra Leone temporarily closed as a measure to contain the spread of the dis-
ease. 

One of the lasting effects of Ebola is the loss of parents. The number of orphans Ihsan supports in-
creased as a result of parents and other family members lost to the disease. Ihsan has been able to meet 
these challenges in stride, providing opportunities and nurturing environments for children who feel 
the lasting effects of Ebola. 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR) REFUGEE  

SIERRA LEONE MUDSLIDES  

Ongoing religious and ethnic strife, and conflicts over resources continues to cause the 
displacement of hundreds of thousands of Muslims 

Bangui, the capital of the Central African Republic used to be home to a thriving community of Mus-
lims, living at peace with their Christian neighbors. Today, the few Muslims families that remain, live 
in one isolated neighborhood of the city, with few resources and a very limited ability to safely live 
their lives outside of this neighborhood. According to the 2013 Human Rights Watch Report, 
“(Christian forces) have killed several hundred Muslims, burned their homes, and stolen their cattle.” 
Those who survived traveled 2.5 months on foot. 

Ihsan responded by providing relief to the refugees 
through food distribution, medical supplies, 
hygiene kits and shelter in neighboring Cameroon. 

Package distribution took place in the following 5 
camps: 

1. Camp D’Accueil: 150 package distributions 

2. Camp ADF: 100 package distributions 

3. Camp OIM: 90 package distributions 

4. Hospital: 60 package distributions 

Residents of the Regent District of Freetown Sierra Leone woke up on Monday, August 14, 2017 to 
the specter of a natural disaster that has not been witnessed in recent history. A mudslide had buried 
entire areas of the neighborhood. Torrential rain floods in the area and elsewhere had carried off many 
houses, destroying human lives and property. CNN reports that close to 20,000 people, 5,000 of them 
children, were displaced by the flooding and rain.

As news broke of the disaster, Ihsan Foundation’s team in Sierra Leone were on-site consoling survi-
vors and assessing their emergency needs. Blankets, used clothing, cash and food were immediately 
distributed by the Ihsan team. In the weeks after the disaster, Ihsan, with the help of international part-
ners, was able to distribute hundreds of mattresses, clothing, household goods, and food to survivors 
living in makeshift and temporary housing situations.
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Ihsan plans to support children orphaned by the mudslide. This support includes providing safe
shelter, food, education and healthcare. Widows can be supported through micro-lending programs to 
encourage entrepreneurship and the learning of new trades or skills. 

HELPING FARMERS 
 Ihsan Foundation’s Farmers Assistance Project 
(IFFAP) is dedicated to making use of West 
Africa’s vast but underdeveloped potential in 
agriculture to remove West African farmers from 
the cycle of poverty, and generate income for the 
self-reliance and sustainability of Ihsan’s other ed-
ucational, health and humanitarian projects. Ih-
san provides farmers with seeds and fertilizer, and 
offers agricultural knowledge. IFFAP expanded 
its program to Eastern and Southern Sierra Leone 
and Guinea. Each year, more families participate 
in the program. 

The livelihood of these families is positively 
impacted by this project. The immediate 
beneficiaries of this project include school 
children and numerous poor farming families. 

IFFAP is now underway with the cultivation of 
nearly 200 acres of rice in the Bureh Chiefdom of 
Northern Sierra Leone. After the harvest of the 
rice, IFFAP will do a groundnut (peanut) farm on 
the same piece of land. 
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EDUCATING & EMPOWERING WOMEN 
Ihsan is committed to supporting efforts aimed at upholding the dignity of women and 
children

Hafizat Fellowship Project

Women and children are often the worst 
victims of socio-economic inequalities 
and degrading social practices. Ihsan is 
supporting the Hafizat Fellowship of Sier-
ra Leone, a grassroots initiative that seeks 
to promote a sense of dignity and a desire 
for women to be viable contributors to the 
well-being of society. The Hafizats’ main 
activities include volunteering, feeding the 
poor, attending classes, and organizing 
seminars and Fellowship retreats. Ihsan 
would like to support similar women’s ini-
tiatives in West Africa and the networking 
of women in the West African sub-region.

In 2011, the Hafizat initiated the “skills 
training project.” This project includes 
sewing classes in order to become skilled 
breadwinners, as well as to produce beauti-
ful items to be sold locally and internation-
ally.

Dar Fatima – Guinea 

Dar Fatima is an educational and com-
munity center that caters to women and  
girls. It was inaugurated in March 2017 in 
Guinea, and is the first center of its kind in 
the region. This new facility is an extension 
of the nearby Sankore Institute, a tahfiz 
school, which overflowed with students 
eager to learn. Dar Fatima was created to 
encourage local women and girls to seek 
the same knowledge. 
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MASJIDS BUILT IN WEST AFRICA  
Ihsan Foundation is committed to building masjids as a way to maintain humane and 
peaceful communities in West Africa.

Sierra Leone

• Masjid Bilal ibn Rabah
• Masjid Abdul Qader
• Masjid Khamis Muschait
• Masjid Amina
• Masjid An Noor
• Masjid Hidaya
• Masjid Sankore
• Masjid Khadija
• Masjid Kombarai Lokomasa

Guinea 

• Masjid Bodie (Dalaba) 
• Masjid Bokonjon (Mamou) 
• Masjid Mujeebunnisa 
• Masjid  Mamou Centre

Cameroon 

• BISTA Masjid 

In small Muslim communities in West Africa, masajid are almost always the most conspicuous buildings. 
Frequently, they are the best built and maintained. Members of the community gather in them for as many 

as five times a day for prayer and fellowship. 

With the hardening of economic conditions many people find it difficult to build or maintain 
mosques, the spiritual and social nerve centers of many communities. It is not uncommon to find peo-
ple praying under the rain; and sometimes an old mud-built mosque would collapse trapping worship-
pers inside. By building a masjid, one is building communities, building his/her connection with less 
fortunate people, and above all building an everlasting relationship with God. 
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Ihsan’s work would not be possible without the cooperation, dedication, and assistance of its local and 
international implementing partners. From generous donations, to providing logistical support within 
each country, our partners play a great role in bringing donations and projects to the communities that 
Ihsan supports.

Mali Relief 
Relief Fund for Mali was initiated by 
Masjid Al-Farooq, the fastest growing 
mosque in the south side of Chicago, to 
organize relief efforts for Mali and West 
Africa in general, where there are 
hardly any Muslim-run relief organiza-
tions operating. Mali Relief has helped 
Ihsan to bring over 15 water wells to Mali. 

Horn of Africa Rural & Urban Network 
Harun is helping Ihsan support orphans, 
the elderly, and the very poor of rural 
Somalia. Harun is a USA based charity 
that aims to support children, families, 
and vulnerable populations by recruiting 
volunteers and raising funding in 
support of humanitarian projects in ru-
ral and semi-urban areas in the Horn of 
Africa. 

AHLS Humanitaire 
AHLS has worked with Ihsan in Senegal and Guinea for the distribution of mosquito nets to combat 
malaria, and to bring water wells to communities in Senegal. 

Development Initiative of West Africa 
DIWA addresses critical long-term issues affecting vulnerable communities in the areas of education, 
health and nutrition, water, capacity-building, good governance, emergency relief, and peaceful co-ex-
istence in multi-religious and multi-cultural environments. DIWA currently works with Ihsan on its 
Orphan Support Projects in Nigeria. 

IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS  
Ihsan looks forward to networking with individuals and institutions that share Ihsan’s vision 
of bringing hope to the needy and promoting peace and well-being in West Africa.
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IHSAN FUNDING POSSIBILITIES

Ihsan is actively seeking and accepting partnerships with individuals and organiza-
tions in its mission of contributing to the emergence of a peaceful and prosperous 
West Africa. The areas of possible partnerships are many. Below are some of them.

EDUCATION

Supporting the network of primary and second-
ary schools, Islamic learning programs, universi-
ty scholarships for needy students, and tutoring 
programs to address education gaps are among the 
education projects which require ongoing funding. 
For $20 per month a school child’s fees are covered
.
Funding Possibilities 
Funding the tutoring of 1000 students for a year  
……………$60,000 (USD)

Funding the annual university education of 100 
promising students ...$75,000 (USD)

ORPHAN SUPPORT PROGRAM

Orphan support is one of Ihsan’s most impactful 
areas of work. Providing shelter, education, food, 
and healthcare for children who have lost one or 
both parents costs $50 (USD) per month.

Funding Possibilities
Supporting 100 orphans for a year...$60,000 (USD)

WATER WELL PROJECTS
Ihsan continues to bring clean and reliable water 
sources to communities in West Africa. Costs for a 
new well range between $3,000 (USD) and $7,000.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR MAJOR PARTNERSHIP
BUILD A HOSPITAL
The Ihsan Community Clinic in Sierra Leone was opened to address the acute shortages in health care 
quality and access for vulnerable. The Clinic aims to provide preventive care and check-ups. Ihsan’s goal 
is to open similar clinics across West Africa. There are many opportunities to build medical facilities. 
Costs vary and depend on each location. Building a basic hospital for a community begins around 
$500,000 (USD).

BUILD AN ORPHANAGE
Ihsan’s network of orphanages and foster-care homes are at capacity. UNICEF estimates that there are 
over 18 million orphans in the West African Sub region. Our goal is to support 10,000 orphans by 2020. 
We welcome partners who are interested in building an orphanage or supporting our orphan program 
in some other capacity. Construction of an orphanage starts at $100,000.
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BUILD A COMMUNITY COLLEGE
The Ihsan Community College in Guinea will train students in programs that endow them with skills 
that enable them to be immediately absorbed into the workforce. The College will also train students in 
basic business skills programs that will provide them with the soft skills and basic technical knowledge 
of how to successfully set up a business. Using this model, Ihsan plans to build similar institutions across 
Africa. Partnerships are needed to bring these goals into reality. Costs vary and depend on each location. 
Building a community college for a community begins around $500,000 (USD).

BUILD A UNIVERSITY
Ihsan plans to establish the Al-Sumait University in Sierra Leone by 2020. The project is named after 
the Kuwaiti philanthropist, Dr. Abdul Rahman al-Sumait (rahmatullah alaihee), who dedicated much 
of his life to the enhancement of social and economic conditions in Africa. Fifty acres of beachside land 
has already been donated for the university campus. The total cost of this project, including a wagf for 
sustainability, is $2 million (USD).
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BUILD A MASJID
Masjids are the foundation of many Muslim communities in West Africa. Build a masjid for a village. 
Costs for masjid construction start at $20,000 (USD).

 

A SCHOOL FOR EVERY  VILLAGE
In the West African region more than 14 million children remain out of school across 11 countries. 
More than 40% of West Africans are illiterate. Ihsan is ready to work with partners to bring schools 
to villages with very little prospects of education. Often the first step is ensuring a steady salary for a 
teacher. The second step is constructing simple schools for eager pupils. A simple school building begins 
around $25,000 (USD).
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AFRICA FEEDS AFRICA
The goal of the Africa feeds Africa Program is to fight hunger in Africa and reduce the continent’s 
dependence on importation of foodstuffs. Africa with its many acres of fertile soil should not only 
be able to feed itself, but also become a major exporter of food and cash crops.

Ihsan Foundation for West Africa is committed to promoting Africa feeds Africa through the cul-
tivation of land, support through provision of fertilizer, seeds, and farming machinery, and agricul-
tural education initiatives.

Grant Possibilities
Support the farming activities of 1000 families for one year ……………… $200,000 (USD)

BANK DETAILS: 

Bank Info: Wells Fargo Bank, NA (114) 
P O Box 6995 
Portland, OR 97228-6995 
USA 
Account Name: Ihsan Foundation 
Account Number: 435188305 
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IHSAN HEADQUARTER OFFICE: 

2096 Walsh Ave, Suite B2 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 United States 

(408) 982-9133

 info@ihsanfoundation.org 
www.ihsanfoundation.org 

USA Tax-Exempt Charity (Federal Tax ID: 77-0441551) 
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